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SOCIOLOGY,
DOCTORAL MINOR

Sociology involves the development and application of theoretical
insights and empirical evidence regarding human behavior as social
beings, focusing on how social life works, what causes social change,
and why humans behave in the ways they do. The discipline explores
social interactions and social processes at the individual, group,
state, and global levels. The Department of Sociology trains doctoral
students to become outstanding social scientists working in academia,
government, the nonprofit sector, and private industry. Students develop
a broad understanding of major theories, methodologies, and research
findings in the sociological literature. Ph.D. students will advance the
contributions of sociological study to society by conducting research that
explores complex ideas, analyzes quantitative and qualitative data, and
disseminates new knowledge. In so doing, they will contribute to the vast
body of scholarship and applied work that leads to the improvement of
society.


