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JEWISH STUDIES, B.A.
From history to political science, sociology to music and the arts, Jewish
Studies is a vibrant, interdisciplinary program that allows you to explore
Jewish civilization from a variety of perspectives. We encourage all
students to consider a Jewish Studies major (https://cjs.wisc.edu/major-
in-jewish-studies/) or certificate (https://cjs.wisc.edu/certificate-in-
jewish-studies/), regardless of your background or previous study.

As a student in Jewish Studies, you will study the intellectual and cultural
values of Jews, their religious beliefs and practices, languages, literary
creativity, and participation in the larger societies in which they live.
You will sharpen your ability to think critically, read closely, and write
effectively. And while learning how Jews have lived, survived, and
sometimes flourished, you will gain a deeper comprehension of their rich,
varied culture and the world they inhabit.

Since Jewish Studies is an interdisciplinary field, many students
simultaneously pursue majors or certificates in other departments,
including Art, Education, Geography, History, Music, Political Science,
Religious Studies, and Sociology. Given the broad history and geography
of the Jewish experience, Jewish Studies also pairs well with programs like
African Studies, Classical and Near Eastern Studies, European Studies,
German/Nordic/Slavic Studies, and Middle Eastern Studies. For the
same reason, many of Jewish Studies courses fulfill General Education
requirements, including Humanities and Literature, Ethnic Studies, Foreign
Language, and Communications Part B. To sample the variety of Jewish
Studies offerings, check out our current and recent courses (https://
cjs.wisc.edu/courses/).

Building on a strong foundation in the humanities and social sciences, you
may go on to pursue a variety of career paths, such as education, library
and information sciences, finance and international trade, journalism and
mass media, social work, and the nonprofit sector. Our graduates are
also well prepared to apply for law school, graduate school, or rabbinical
studies.

Questions? Contact the undergraduate advisor (https://cjs.wisc.edu/
advising/).
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