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ADMISSIONS
Please consult the table below for key information about this degree
program’s admissions requirements. The program may have more detailed
admissions requirements, which can be found below the table or on the
program’s website.

Graduate admissions is a two-step process between academic programs
and the Graduate School. Applicants must meet the minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/requirements/) of the
Graduate School as well as the program(s). Once you have researched
the graduate program(s) you are interested in, apply online (https://
grad.wisc.edu/apply/).

Requirements Detail

Fall Deadline December 1

Spring Deadline September 1

Summer Deadline The program does not admit in the summer.

GRE (Graduate
Record
Examinations)

Not required.

English Proficiency
Test

Refer to the Graduate School: Minimum
Requirements for Admission policy: https://
policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1241 (https://
policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1241/).

Other Test(s) (e.g.,
GMAT, MCAT)

n/a

Letters of
Recommendation
Required

3

Applicants with a strong background in chemical engineering or related
disciplines and a serious interest in research are encouraged to apply for
admission. Applications are accepted for both Fall (September) and Spring
(January) admission, although historically most students start in the Fall
and admission is seldom offered for the Spring semester. The Department
of Chemical and Biological Engineering does not consider applications
for a terminal MS degree; the department admits only to the PhD. An
MS degree can be awarded post admission as an alternative to the PhD
degree. The MS degree is not a prerequisite for the PhD degree.

Applications for Fall admission must be received by noon (CST) on the
deadline. Admissions decisions are made by a committee of faculty
with research expertise spanning the four research areas (https://
engineering.wisc.edu/departments/chemical-biological-engineering/
research/) of the department. Individual faculty do not recommend
admissions decisions and advisors are not determined at the time
of application. Instead, students will match with advisors (https://
engineering.wisc.edu/blog/program-information-and-milestones/) after
meeting with all faculty during the fall semester. Additional information
about the application process, detailed information on required application
materials, advice for preparing a competitive application, information on

application fee waivers, and frequently asked questions are available here
(https://engineering.wisc.edu/blog/how-to-apply-to-the-phd-program/).
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