Chemistry, Ph.D.

CHEMISTRY, PH.D.
ADMISSIONS
Please consult the table below for key information about this degree program’s
admissions requirements. The program may have more detailed admissions
requirements, which can be found below the table or on the program’s website.
Graduate admissions is a two-step process between academic programs and
the Graduate School. Applicants must meet the minimum requirements (https://
grad.wisc.edu/apply/requirements/) of the Graduate School as well as the program(s).
Once you have researched the graduate program(s) you are interested in, apply online
(https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/).

Requirements

Detail

Fall Deadline

December 1

Spring Deadline

The program does not admit in the spring.

Summer Deadline

The program does not admit in the summer.

GRE (Graduate
Record
Examinations)

Not required.

English Proﬁciency
Test

Every applicant whose native language is not
English or whose undergraduate instruction was
not in English must provide an English proﬁciency
test score and meet the Graduate School minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/
requirements/#english-proﬁciency).

Other Test(s) (e.g.,
GMAT, MCAT)

n/a

Letters of
Recommendation
Required
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Prospective graduate students are expected to have satisfactorily
completed the equivalent in classes and labs of the fundamental
courses in chemistry offered at UW–Madison, one year of physics, and
mathematics through calculus. Students who have not completed all the
prerequisites may be admitted in exceptional cases, but any deﬁciencies
must be made up in the ﬁrst year of graduate study.
A grade point average of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in the last 60 hours of
undergraduate work is the minimum required for admission to graduate
studies. Students for whom English is not the native language are
required to present scores from the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) or International English Language Testing System
(IELTS). Before teaching assistant appointments can be ﬁnalized,
students for whom English is a second language must participate in the
SPEAK Test, the institutional version of the Test of Spoken English (TSE).
Admission deadline for the fall semester is December 1. Although some
recommendation letters might not have been received at that time, the
application should be substantially complete by then to be considered for
admission in the following fall.
Admission for the spring semester is not the norm, and applications
for spring should only be submitted following discussion with a faculty
member and/or the Graduate Program Ofﬁce. Most summer admissions
are applicants who were already admitted for the fall semester and

decided to start earlier so they could serve as a teaching assistant or
research assistant.
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