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The mission of the Department of Chemistry at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison is to conduct world-class, groundbreaking research
in the chemical sciences while offering the highest quality of education
to undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral
associates. Our leadership in research includes the traditional areas of
physical, analytical, inorganic, and organic chemistry, and has rapidly
evolved to encompass environmental chemistry, chemical biology,
biophysical chemistry, soft and hard materials chemistry, nanotechnology
and chemistry education research. We pride ourselves on our highly
interactive, diverse, and collegial scientiﬁc environment. Our emphasis
on collaboration connects us to colleagues across campus, around the
country, and throughout the world.
The Department of Chemistry is ranked very highly in all recent national
rankings of graduate programs. We offer a doctor of philosophy in
chemistry. Specializations within the program are analytical, inorganic,
materials, organic, physical chemistry, chemical biology as well as
chemistry education research. Breadth coursework may be taken in
other departments including physics, mathematics, computer sciences,
biochemistry, chemical engineering, and in ﬁelds other than the student's
specialization within the Department of Chemistry.
Excellent facilities are available for research in a wide variety of
specialized ﬁelds including synthetic and structural chemistry;
natural product and bio-organic chemistry; molecular dynamics and
photochemistry; biophysical, bioanalytical, and bioinorganic chemistry;
spectroscopy (including magnetic resonance and microwave), theoretical
and experimental chemical physics, chemical dynamics, quantum and
statistical mechanics; macromolecular and polymer chemistry, materials
science, surface and solid-state chemistry; x-ray crystallography, lasers,
and light scattering; and chemical education. Programs are assisted by
department computing and instrument centers and by other facilities on
campus including those of the Division of Information Technology (DoIT).
Information on the research ﬁelds of faculty members is available on the
chemistry website (http://www.chem.wisc.edu/).
The department offers opportunities for graduate students to obtain
teaching experience. Financial assistance is available to most graduate
students in the form of teaching or research assistantships, fellowships,
or traineeships.
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