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EDUCATIONAL POLICY
STUDIES, PH.D.
ADMISSIONS

Please consult the table below for key information about this degree
program’s admissions requirements. The program may have more
detailed admissions requirements, which can be found below the table or
on the program’s website.

Graduate admissions is a two-step process between academic
programs and the Graduate School. Applicants must meet the minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/requirements/) of the Graduate
School as well as the program(s). Once you have researched the graduate
program(s) you are interested in, apply online (https://grad.wisc.edu/
apply/).

Requirements Detail
Fall Deadline December 1
Spring Deadline This program does not admit in the spring.
Summer Deadline This program does not admit in the summer.
GRE (Graduate
Record
Examinations)

Not required.

English Proficiency
Test

Every applicant whose native language is not
English or whose undergraduate instruction was
not in English must provide an English proficiency
test score and meet the Graduate School minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/
requirements/#english-proficiency).

Other Test(s) (e.g.,
GMAT, MCAT)

n/a

Letters of
Recommendation
Required

3

Students may enter the department once a year, in fall. The deadline for
applying is December 1, with applicants notified by letter before March
1. All applicants must apply online. Accepted students must respond
in writing by April 15. The application is judged on the basis of previous
academic record, other experience, 3 letters of recommendation, personal
statement, vitae, and writing sample. Students may enter the department
once a year, in fall.

The admissions process in the department is the responsibility of the
Admissions Committee. The committee will direct applications from
qualified candidates to a faculty member in the department whose
interests are similar to the applicant's. A temporary advisor must be
willing to accept temporary responsibility for the student's graduate
program. If no temporary advisor can be found, the candidate cannot
be admitted to graduate study. If a faculty member agrees to serve as
temporary advisor and the applicant is judged qualified for admission,
the student is notified that the department will recommend admission to
the Graduate School. Formal notification of admission comes from the
Graduate School.

All applications must include a substantial sample of academic writing.
For applicants already having an approved master's thesis, the thesis

must be submitted. For students holding an M.A. that did not require
a thesis, and for applicants currently pursuing an M.A., a paper from a
graduate-level course or seminar may be submitted. For students holding
a B.A., the writing sample might include sections from an undergraduate
thesis or seminar paper, or a course paper. Applicants who wish to submit
an alternative writing sample (for example, solely authored published
article, solely authored research report or section of a research report)
should check first with the chair of the Admissions Committee.

For students who are admitted, the Admissions Committee will, in
consultation with an applicant's prospective advisor, recommend
admission to either the EPS masters program or the EPS doctoral
program. See department website for application requirements.
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