Geoscience, Ph.D.

GEOSCIENCE, PH.D.
ADMISSIONS
Please consult the table below for key information about this degree program’s
admissions requirements. The program may have more detailed admissions
requirements, which can be found below the table or on the program’s website.
Graduate admissions is a two-step process between academic programs and
the Graduate School. Applicants must meet the minimum requirements (https://
grad.wisc.edu/apply/requirements/) of the Graduate School as well as the program(s).
Once you have researched the graduate program(s) you are interested in, apply online
(https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/).

Requirements

Detail

Fall Deadline

January 4

Spring Deadline

November 1

Summer Deadline

The program does not admit in the summer.

GRE (Graduate
Record
Examinations)

Not required.

English Proﬁciency
Test

Every applicant whose native language is not
English or whose undergraduate instruction was
not in English must provide an English proﬁciency
test score and meet the Graduate School minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/
requirements/#english-proﬁciency).

Other Test(s) (e.g.,
GMAT, MCAT)

n/a

Letters of
Recommendation
Required
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Graduate students may enter the degree program with a bachelor's
degree in geology or a related earth science, or some other ﬁeld relevant
to the intended ﬁeld of specialization. In addition to meeting the
minimum admission requirements of the Graduate School, candidates
must have had one year each of college chemistry, physics, and calculus.
Graduate students in paleobiology are allowed to substitute statistics
courses for the calculus requirement. A student entering the program
with an undergraduate degree in geology is expected to have completed a
6–8 credit course in geologic ﬁeld mapping.
Applicants will not normally be admitted with deﬁciencies in more than
two one-semester courses in the required cognate subjects (for example,
a prospective student could be missing one semester of physics and one
semester of calculus). Such deﬁciencies should be removed within the
ﬁrst year of graduate study. A deﬁciency in ﬁeld geology normally must
be removed before commencing graduate study. Promising students
with excessive deﬁciencies may be advised to take courses as a Special
student before becoming eligible to enter graduate studies. They cannot,
however, receive ﬁnancial aid while a Special student.
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