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Slavic languages and literature at the University of Wisconsin–Madison
is a national leader of doctoral programs in the field, and welcomes
students with a BA/BS or MA who are interested in all areas of Russian and
comparative Slavic prose, poetry, drama, and philosophy. The curriculum
offers breadth and depth in a variety of areas of Slavic philology, literature,
and culture, and is known for offering a balanced approach to training in
teaching, writing, and research.

The program is fortunate to count among its faculty, specialists in
Czech, Polish, Russian, and Serbo-Croatian languages, literature, and
culture, award-winning authors and teachers, and members of editorial
boards of leading journals and publication series. Information regarding
faculty biographical sketches are available on the program website. In
addition to their excellence in teaching and research, professors are
unparalleled mentors to graduate students. Students work closely with
faculty members on writing, teaching, and publishing. Graduate students
are expected to produce publishable articles during their graduate careers,
and are provided the guidance and feedback to do so.

The department places high expectations on graduate students to achieve
and maintain professional-level proficiency in the Russian language in
all four modalities: speaking, writing, listening, and reading. All students
who are not native speakers of Russian will be tested in those modalities
—plus Russian grammar—when they enter the program, and periodically
throughout their tenure. Appropriate competency must be demonstrated
before receiving a teaching assistantship and before passing from MA to
PhD candidacy.

Graduate students in the program receive exceptional training in
teaching both language and literature. The department has a thriving
undergraduate program in Slavic languages with strong enrollments
in language, literature and culture, providing many opportunities for
teaching experience, working closely with master teachers among the
faculty and academic staff. In addition to teaching assignments in first-
through fourth-semester Russian language (and occasionally in other
Slavic languages), as well as in the two-semester undergraduate survey
of Russian literature course, the department has also instituted an
apprenticeship program for adequately prepared graduate students in
the teaching of advanced literature and language classes. The program's
graduate teaching assistants regularly win prestigious campus awards for
their excellence in the classroom.

Please note that the Slavic department does not typically award a terminal
MA degree. Rather, the MA is earned as part of studies toward the PhD
(https://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/german-nordic-slavic/slavic-languages-
literatures-phd/#text). Students who are admitted already holding an MA
in Slavic from another institution are required to complete a qualifying
exam no later than the first semester in residence, or to fulfill all UW–
Madison MA requirements as well.
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