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LATIN AMERICAN,
CARIBBEAN, AND IBERIAN
STUDIES, M.A.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the principal historical, societal,
scientific and humanist concerns that are rooted in the realities of
the broader Latin American, Caribbean and Iberian regions. These
include but are not limited to: knowledge of pre-colonial indigenous
societal organizations; the experience of colonialism; the biodiversity
of the region; and the regions tumultuous social, economic and
political trajectory and the specific challenges these have posed for
the peoples of the regions. In particular, students should demonstrate
an understanding of the unique historical trajectory of these regions
as the product of the global confluence of various cultural, social,
political and economic influences beginning in the late 15th century.
This includes not only the especially profound mutual impact of
Iberian colonization of the Americas, but also the larger context of
European imperial conflict in the Western Hemisphere, the central
place of African slavery in the development of the Atlantic economy,
and the significant and multifaceted role that the United States has
played in shaping Latin America and the Caribbean. Students should
recognize how these histories and contemporary realities impact
more specific questions, contemporary or historical, and humanist,
social scientific or scientific in nature.

2. Within students' more specific area of interest, they should be able
to articulate key theoretical and empirical concerns and identify
appropriate theoretical approaches to the problem of interest and
identify empirical sources that can help to answer that question or
problem.

3. Students should demonstrate proficiency, and preferably advanced
language ability, in either Spanish or Portuguese. Additional
indigenous language learning, such as Kichwa, Quechua, Quichua and
Nahuatil, are also encouraged.

4. Demonstrate the ability to conduct interdisciplinary research that:
includes a critical literature review; selects appropriate research
methodologies; proposes an appropriate research design to collect,
analyze, interpret, and present findings; successfully carries out this
research plan.

5. Demonstrate the ability to articulate and elaborate their research
findings.

6. Recognize and apply principles of ethical and professional conduct.
This includes, in particular, an understanding of the ethics of research
and professional activities in cross-cultural contexts.


