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POLICIES

GRADUATE SCHOOL POLICIES
The Graduate School’s Academic Policies and Procedures (https://
grad.wisc.edu/acadpolicy/) provide essential information regarding
general university policies. Program authority to set degree policies
beyond the minimum required by the Graduate School lies with the
degree program faculty. Policies set by the academic degree program can
be found below.

ADVISOR / COMMITTEE
Every graduate student is required to have an advisor. To ensure
that students are making satisfactory progress toward a degree,
the Graduate School expects them to meet with their advisor on a
regular basis.
An advisor generally serves as the thesis advisor. In many cases,
an advisor is assigned to incoming students. Students can be
suspended from the Graduate School if they do not have an advisor.
An advisor is a faculty member, or sometimes a committee, from
the major department responsible for providing advice regarding
graduate studies.
A committee often accomplishes advising for the students in the
early stages of their studies.

MAJOR-SPECIFIC POLICIES

CREDITS PER TERM ALLOWED

The Graduate Program Handbook (http://psych.wisc.edu/graduateprogram/student-handbook/) is the repository for all of the program's
policies and requirements.

TIME CONSTRAINTS

GRADUATE PROGRAM HANDBOOK

PRIOR COURSEWORK

Graduate Work from Other Institutions

Applying prior coursework toward the graduate degree is
allowed only in exceptional circumstances. In total, only 6
credits maximum may be applied from prior coursework,
including any prior coursework from graduate work from other
institutions, from a UW–Madison undergraduate degree or
from the UW–Madison University Special career. Coursework
earned ﬁve or more years prior to admission to the program
may not be used to satisfy master’s degree requirements.

UW–Madison Undergraduate

Applying prior coursework toward the graduate degree is
allowed only in exceptional circumstances. In total, only 6
credits maximum may be applied from prior coursework,
including any prior coursework from graduate work from other
institutions, from a UW–Madison undergraduate degree or
from the UW–Madison University Special career. Coursework
earned ﬁve or more years prior to admission to the program
may not be used to satisfy master’s degree requirements.

UW–Madison University Special

Applying prior coursework toward the graduate degree is
allowed only in exceptional circumstances. In total, only 6
credits maximum may be applied from prior coursework,
including any prior coursework from graduate work from other
institutions, from a UW–Madison undergraduate degree or
from the UW–Madison University Special career. Coursework
earned ﬁve or more years prior to admission to the program
may not be used to satisfy master’s degree requirements.

PROBATION
The Graduate School regularly reviews the record of any student
who earned grades of BC, C, D, F, or Incomplete in a graduate course
(300 or above), or grade of U in research credits. This review could
result in academic probation with a hold on future enrollment or in
being suspended from the Graduate School.

1

12 credits

Master’s degree students who have been absent for ﬁve or more
consecutive years lose all credits that they have earned before their
absence. Individual programs may count the coursework students
completed prior to their absence for meeting program requirements;
that coursework may not count toward Graduate School credit
requirements.

OTHER
n/a

