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SOCIAL WELFARE, PHD
THE PHD PROGRAM IN SOCIAL
WELFARE
The PhD program in Social Welfare strives to develop scholars, leaders,
and social work educators who will advance knowledge about social work,
social welfare policy, and intervention strategies from a behavioral and
social science perspective to improve the quality of life of individuals,
families, groups, communities, and organizations.

Our students work with award-winning research centers and institutes
(https://research.wisc.edu/centers-cores/), such as the Institute for
Research on Poverty, Institute on Aging, Waisman Center, School of
Medicine and Public Health, and more. Our students choose from a wide
selection of courses in world-renowned social and behavioral science
departments including; Sociology, Economics, Educational Psychology,
Human Development and Family Studies, the La Follette School of Public
Affairs, Psychology, Gender Studies, Population Health, Nursing, and
more.

The PhD program provides an interdisciplinary plan of study in basic
and applied social research. In the program, doctoral students build and
integrate knowledge in:

• a substantive or social problem area (e.g., child welfare, aging,
developmental disabilities, end-of-life care, health, mental health,
poverty);

• social science theory (e.g., theories of the life course, economic
theory, psychopathology, organizational theory, stress process
theories);

• research designs and statistical methodologies (e.g., program
evaluation, policy analysis, longitudinal analysis).

The PhD Program in Social Welfare is an in-person, full-time program.
Regardless of the program track, it typically takes four to six years
to complete the program: two to three years for full-time doctoral
coursework and two to three years for completion of the preliminary exam
and dissertation. The actual time students take to obtain the PhD degree
will vary according to their previous preparation, progress in the program,
and the nature of their dissertation work.

The UW-Madison Sandra Rosenbaum School of Social Work is known for
its:

• National Reputation of Excellence

• Faculty Research

• Highly Recruited Graduates

• Strong Faculty Mentoring Model

• Individualized Programs of Study

• Substantial Financial Support

• Rigorous Interdisciplinary Research Training

• VibrantGraduate Student Community

• Opportunities to collaborate with world-renowned research centers
and institutes

• Options to pursue interdisciplinary PhD minors in Aging; Prevention
and Intervention Science; and Women’s Studies, among others

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
WORK
The School of Social Work at UW–Madison is consistently ranked among
the best schools of social work in the country. Faculty prepare social work
professionals at the bachelor's, master's, and doctoral levels. Through
the preparation of social work practitioners, scholars, and educators,
faculty and students explore and seek to understand the nature of social
problems, their impact on vulnerable populations, and ways to critically
analyze and promote the achievement of a just, equitable, healthy, and
productive society.

Social work faculty are noted for their scholarly work in developing a
conceptual understanding of social work practice and policy, and in
producing research in important social problem areas. For example,
faculty took a leadership role in the development of the generalist model
of practice now used by most social work programs. Faculty members
have made valuable research contributions in the fields of aging, child
welfare, developmental disabilities, and family and intergenerational
caregiving, as well as in educational attainment and life-course decision-
making, end-of-life care for older adults and palliative care, health
disparities, homelessness, poverty, social policy, welfare reform, and
child support. Drawing on strong faculty, excellent students, and the
resources of a world-renowned university in a community rich with social
and human service programs, there is much to offer prospective students:
individualized, faculty-taught field education for master's students,
nationally renowned faculty with a strong interdisciplinary focus, and
hands-on research training in a highly individualized program of study for
doctoral students.

The school offers unique opportunities for students to receive state-
of-the-art professional training through its field education program.
Student practice opportunities range from experiences in institutional and
community-based settings to working with families and other significant
caregivers, with individuals and groups, and in policy and service delivery
issues.

Mission: The mission of the School of Social Work is to enhance human
well-being and promote social and economic justice for people who are
disadvantaged to achieve an equitable, healthy, and productive society.
The school aims to:

• Create, advance, strengthen, and integrate interdisciplinary knowledge
for students and the profession through research, scholarship, and
practice.

• Educate students to become highly skilled, culturally competent, and
ethical practitioners who will provide leadership for the profession of
social work within the state of Wisconsin and nationally.

• Promote change at levels ranging from the individual client to
national, including empowering communities and populations that are
disadvantaged and developing humane service delivery systems.

https://research.wisc.edu/centers-cores/
https://research.wisc.edu/centers-cores/


2  Social Welfare, PhD

• Create and disseminate knowledge regarding the prevention and
amelioration of social problems.

The School of Social Work is one of five professional schools in the
College of Letters & Science. As part of the college, the school maintains
relationships with the other social studies and professional schools within
the university system through interchange of faculty and students and
through joint research and publication endeavors.


