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SOCIOLOGY, PH.D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of major theories,
methodologies, and research ﬁndings in the sociological literature.
Develop critical thinking skills that empower them to analyze
strengths and weaknesses in the existing literature, identify
knowledge gaps, evaluate evidence, synthesize information, and
form conclusions. Attain the skills necessary to teach and conduct
research with intellectual and ethical rigor, care, and creativity.
2. Create individualized programs to suit their speciﬁc interests and
goals. Formulate ideas and develop research questions, design
feasible research projects, use appropriate methodologies, analyze
and interpret the resulting data, and identify avenues for further
exploration. Their original research will expand the current boundaries
of knowledge in the ﬁeld.
3. Write seminar papers and conduct dissertation research, prepare
and submit manuscripts resulting from their research for publication
in respected journals, and submit papers for presentation at
professional conferences. Their independent research will contribute
substantively to scholarship in the ﬁeld.
4. Demonstrate breadth within their learning experience by taking at
least four seminars, completing a minor area of study, and passing
written preliminary exams in two different subﬁelds. In addition,
because our program emphasizes collective responsibility for
training, students will be supervised and mentored by several faculty
members with a range of expertise. They will also learn to mentor
others.
5. Advance the contributions of sociological study to society by
conducting research that explores complex ideas, analyzes
quantitative and qualitative data, and disseminates new knowledge.
Contribute to the vast body of scholarship and applied work that
leads to the improvement of society. Share theory, methodology, and
the results of research with the undergraduate students whom they
teach and thereby foster an understanding of how social life works,
what causes social change, and why humans behave in the ways they
do.
6. Communicate complex ideas in a clear, organized, engaging manner
to diverse audiences. Craft effective grant proposals; gather, manage,
and analyze data; write papers that are thought-provoking, concise,
and persuasive; present research informatively; listen with care and
patience; and give and receive feedback orally and in writing.
7. Foster ethical and professional conduct by demonstrating respect
for and having positive interactions with faculty members and staff,
graduate student colleagues, and undergraduate students. Foster
such conduct by the scientiﬁc rigor and honesty with which they
design research, collect and analyze data, and interpret and report
results.
8. (Career Preparation) Prepare for a range of sustainable careers in
academia as well as government, private industry, and the nonproﬁt
sector. Develop flexibility, leadership, and broadly applicable skills in
critical thinking, problem solving, project management, collaboration,
and communication.
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