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THEATRE AND DRAMA, MFA
Admissions to the Theatre and Drama MFA have been suspended as
of fall 2017. If you have any questions, please contact the department
(gradsec@theatre.wisc.edu).
The department offers the MFA advanced degree. The master of ﬁne arts
degree in Theatre and Drama offers specializations in Acting, Costume
Design, Lighting Design, Scene design, and Theatre Technology. Currently
the MFA program admission is on hiatus but we will be accepting
applications for the fall 2021 semester.
The faculty in Theatre and Drama are leaders in their ﬁeld. Together, they
have many credits in all facets of the profession, working within their ﬁeld
of theatre research and practice both nationally and abroad. They are
recognized for their critically acclaimed publications and production work
and have won major awards and fellowships for scholarship, creative
work, and teaching.
Graduate students at UW–Madison come from around the country and
the world. Many have been working theatre professionals returning for
advanced degrees. Some graduates go on to teach in the academy;
others work in the profession as actors, directors, designers, and
technologists.
Coursework and specializations are organized around two areas:
acting and design and technology. Students in all specializations are
encouraged to complement their major area of study by taking courses
from other areas in the department.
University Theatre, the producing arm of the Department of Theatre
and Drama, provides students with opportunities to complement work
begun in the studios and classrooms. At UW–Madison, the stage is
our laboratory. Coursework and discussions regularly connect theatre
practice and study with larger issues of cultural and intercultural
representation.
The MFA offers specialized preparation for careers in professional
theatre.
The MFA specialization in scene design, costume design, lighting design,
or theatre technology strives for a balance of professional training
and the practical application of skills through numerous collaborative
experiences, both onstage and in the classroom. Students in all four
disciplines are encouraged to be creative problem solvers through
both an appreciation of the history of their craft and a curiosity about
the contemporary world of theatre, design and the application of
new technologies. Numerous opportunities for realized work, studio
collaborations and individualized mentoring affords the MFA student
the opportunity to grow and develop as an articulate and collaborative
theatre artist.
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