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FOREST AND WILDLIFE
ECOLOGY

The Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology provides science-
based teaching that prepares future natural resource professionals to
sustainably manage and conserve forests and wildlife. Building on the
rich traditions of Aldo Leopold (the department’s first chair), we offer
students an interdisciplinary environment to learn about the natural
world, apply science to management toward sustainable ecological
systems, and understand complex human-environment relationships. We
offer two undergraduate majors—Forest Science and Wildlife Ecology
—that provide opportunities for employment in the public, private, and
non-governmental sectors. Students can also gain a strong foundation
for graduate training in forestry, wildlife, ecology, and related fields.
The Forest Science program is accredited by the Society of American
Foresters. The Wildlife Ecology major provides a path to becoming a
certified wildlife biologist. Both degrees provide a mix of field, lab, and
classroom experiences.

The department also offers graduate programs at the M.S. and Ph.D.
levels. See the Graduate Guide (http://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/) for
additional information.
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