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ASTRONOMY
Astronomy, the oldest of the sciences, for the last several decades has
been one of the most exciting fields of modern scientific research. New
discoveries concerning the solar system, stars, galaxies, and the origin of
the universe continue to be made by both ground and space telescopes.
To understand and pursue modern astronomy, one must have a solid
background in physics and mathematics as well as in astronomy.

The astronomy–physics major, administered by the Department of
Astronomy, provides undergraduates the opportunity to appreciate our
current understanding of the astronomical universe, while developing
the necessary physics and math background. Students who intend to
continue astronomy in a graduate program are strongly encouraged to
do a Senior Thesis ASTRON 691/ASTRON 692 or Senior Honors Thesis
ASTRON 681/ASTRON 682. The experiences of actual research and of
writing a major paper develop both technical and writing skills.

DEGREES/MAJORS/CERTIFICATES

• Astronomy–Physics, B.A. (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
letters-science/astronomy/astronomy-physics-ba/)

• Astronomy–Physics, B.S. (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
letters-science/astronomy/astronomy-physics-bs/)

PEOPLE

Faculty:
Professors Richard Townsend (chair), Amy Barger, Thomas Beatty, Matt
Bershady, Elena D'Onghia, Kate Grier, Sebastian Heinz, Alex Lazarian,
Michael Maseda, Bob Mathieu, Snezana Stanimirovic, Christy Tremonti,
Susanna Widicus Weaver, Eric Wilcots, Ke Zhang, and Ellen Zweibel

Staff:
Department Administrator: Steve Anderson
Graduate Program Manager: Heather Sauer
Research Administrator: Sophia Didier
Building Manager and Purchasing: Rick Williams

See preliminary and career advising (https://www.astro.wisc.edu/
undergraduate-program/current-students/#preliminary-and-career-
advising) for academic advising information.
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