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The Department of Botany provides an introduction to the living world:
the diversity of its organisms; its historical origins through evolution;
its principles of structure, function, and ecology; and its interactions,
relationships, and effects on the nonliving world. Botany is the science
of plants, algae, fungi, and bacteria—all living organisms except animals.
Green plants and algae provide the photosynthetic energy for fueling all
other life on earth and drive global water and carbon cycles. Fungi and
bacteria are the fundamental recyclers of the earth.

The study of botany provides a broad background in the principles of
modern biology and gives a solid foundation for careers in environmental
studies, conservation biology, ecology, systematics, evolution, genetics,
physiology, biotechnology, agriculture, and horticulture. Jobs requiring
such preparation include teaching in secondary schools and colleges,
research and development in industry and medicine, stewardship of our
natural world through private and governmental programs, and research
and teaching in academia.


