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CONSERVATION BIOLOGY,
B.S.
Conservation Biology is a science-based major designed to provide
students broad training in biological, ecological, and related disciplines
most relevant to conservation. The program emphasizes basic knowledge
of natural history, whole organism biology, ecological interactions, and
ﬁeld biology. The major is characterized by flexibility with a broad range
of opportunities allowing students to tailor the program to their interests.
This major appeals to independent students capable of assembling a
curriculum that takes maximum advantage of both strong background,
diversity, and specialization, as well as the breadth available through an
L&S major. The program has a unique appeal to students passionate
about conservation biology, from the social scientist to the theoretical
ecologist, and empowers students to act as informed citizens of the
natural world.
Aldo Leopold, former UW professor considered the father of wildlife
management, and Norman Fassett, former UW professor of Botany,
ﬁrst initiated this major in the 1940s to prepare individuals for
careers as game wardens, ranger naturalists, and museum workers.
These opportunities continue and have expanded to include work
in environmental education; forest, game and park management;
endangered species research and recovery efforts; work with private
conservation organizations and government agencies; and many more.
The major is recommended for those seeking a liberal education in the
intrinsic values of natural resources and those preparing for graduate
study in the rapidly developing ﬁeld of conservation biology.

INTERNSHIP/FIELD EXPERIENCE
Students in the conservation biology major are encouraged to take ﬁeld
courses when possible (including suitable study abroad programs)
and to gain additional experience via summer jobs and paid or unpaid
internships. Students who wish to obtain academic credit for such
an experience should arrange in advance to take a Directed Study
(e.g., BOTANY 699 Directed Study or ZOOLOGY 699 Directed Studies
in Zoology course) as elective work in the major during or immediately
after their internship. A maximum of 10 credits of directed study
(698, 699), senior honors thesis (681, 682), senior thesis (691,692),
or internships (F&W ECOL 399 Coordinative Internship/Cooperative
Education, ZOOLOGY 677 Internship in Ecology) will count toward the
major.

1

