CHEMISTRY, BA

The mission of the Department of Chemistry is to conduct world-

class, groundbreaking research in the chemical sciences while offering

the highest quality of education to undergraduate students, graduate
students, and postdoctoral associates. The department's leadership in
research includes the traditional areas of physical, analytical, inorganic, and
organic chemistry, and has rapidly evolved to encompass environmental
chemistry, chemical biology, biophysical chemistry, soft and hard materials
chemistry, and nanotechnology. The Department of Chemistry prides
itself on its highly interactive, diverse, and collegial scientific environment.
Our emphasis on collaboration connects us to colleagues across campus,
around the country, and throughout the world.

The undergraduate chemistry major leads to a bachelor of science or a
bachelor of arts degree awarded by the College of Letters & Science. The
curriculum provides excellent preparation in chemistry, along with a wide
breadth of liberal arts coursework. At the same time, the program provides
significant opportunities for students to participate in scientific inquiry,
within both laboratory courses and research laboratories. Students from
other colleges within the university may pursue the chemistry major as

an additional major. When pursuing a chemistry major, the undergraduate
student must meet university general education requirements and breadth
requirements of their own college, along with the specific requirements for
the chemistry major.

The chemistry major provides students with the critical thinking and
problem-solving skills necessary to be successful in a wide variety

of careers in the chemical industries (e.g., consumer and agricultural
products, materials, energy, petroleum, paper, food, etc.), as well as
environmental, pharmaceutical, and other health-related sciences.
Students are also well-prepared for graduate-level work in chemistry,
chemical physics, biochemistry, biophysics, materials chemistry, and other
related fields. Students who excel in undergraduate chemistry coursework
are often able to obtain funding for their graduate work through teaching
or research assistantships and fellowships. Combined with a master's
program in secondary education, the major qualifies the student to

teach chemistry in secondary schools. Chemistry majors have also been
successful in a variety of professional programs where they have studied
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, veterinary medicine, business, or law.
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