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ADVISING 
If you like to plan, seeing your major advisor is very important; it can
make the difference between fitting in Ancient Greek and Roman Monsters
and Introduction to Biblical Literature before you graduate. Many students
also try to complete more than one major or certificate, and discussing
how you might be able to reach this goal is another primary role of your
major advisor. Advisors can speak to you about course content, which
courses fit best with your interest areas, and what kinds of courses might
work best with your learning style. Any and all of these discussions can
occur during your advising appointment.

In addition to discussing the major, advisors know a lot about:

• General Education requirements
• Breadth requirements
• Interpreting university policies and deadlines
• Connecting majors to careers
• Getting involved with campus organizations
• Finding volunteer and/or internship opportunities
• Talking about your challenges and difficulties
• Connecting with tutors
• Choosing a study abroad program
• Practicing for interviews
• Talking about graduate school
• Proofreading résumés and cover letters

Ready to meet with the CANES advisor?  Make an appointment using
Starfish (https://advising.wisc.edu/facstaff/starfish/starfish-student-
resources/).

CAREERS
Humanities majors enable students to consider just about any type of
career or educational pursuit. Our coursework builds the critical thinking
and communication skills needed to succeed in careers ranging from
politics and education to business and law.

Think about what you learn in a classroom setting as well as what you do
each day to be a successful student; the skills you develop are equally
important in the workplace:

• critical reading, reflection, and analysis
• proper research design and methodology 
• expanded world view and exposure to new ideas/ways of thinking 
• effective teamwork to advance a common project/purpose
• effective time-management and self-motivation to complete projects

independently
• demonstrated writing proficiency in short and long essay format
• discussion and debate strategies 
• broader knowledge of career and graduate-study options

One of the more significant skills CANES majors develop is language
acquisition. Study of Greek, Latin, or Biblical Hebrew sets you apart and
demonstrates your willingness to explore and expand your understanding
of history and culture. In addition, the study of ancient languages shows
discipline and perseverance.  Overall, you will have a wide variety of
skills and talents to start you on the path to a rewarding career. Visit our
website (https://canes.wisc.edu/undergraduate-studies/career-and-skill-
development/) for more information.

L&S CAREER RESOURCES
Every L&S major opens a world of possibilities.  SuccessWorks (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/) at the College of Letters & Science helps
students turn the academic skills learned in their major, certificates, and
other coursework into fulfilling lives after graduation, whether that means
jobs, public service, graduate school or other career pursuits.

In addition to providing basic support like resume reviews and interview
practice, SuccessWorks offers ways to explore interests and build career
skills from their very first semester/term at UW all the way through
graduation and beyond.

Students can explore careers in one-on-one advising, try out different
career paths, complete internships, prepare for the job search and/or
graduate school applications, and connect with supportive alumni and
even employers in the fields that inspire them.

• SuccessWorks (https://careers.ls.wisc.edu/)
• Set up a career advising appointment (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/make-an-appointment/)
• Enroll in a Career Course (https://successworks.wisc.edu/career-

courses/) - a great idea for first- and second-year students:
• INTER-LS 210 L&S Career Development: Taking Initiative (1 credit)
• INTER-LS 215 Communicating About Careers (3 credits, fulfills

Comm B General Education Requirement)
• Learn about internships and internship funding (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/finding-a-job-or-internship/)
• Activate your Handshake account (https://successworks.wisc.edu/

handshake/) to apply for jobs and internships from 200,000+
employers recruiting UW-Madison students

• Learn about the impact SuccessWorks has on students' lives (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/about/mission/)
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