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CARTOGRAPHY AND
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
SYSTEMS, B.A.
ADVISING AND CAREERS

ADVISING
Students with questions about the major, courses, and careers are
encouraged to contact the geography undergraduate advisor, Joel Gruley,
at jgruley@wisc.edu.

CAREERS
Cartography and GIS is a booming profession, but remains one of
the biggest secrets on campus because of the limited treatment of
geography in K-12 education. The Department of Labor reported that
there were 425,000 US residents working in the geospatial industry
(http://www.esri.com/news/arcnews/summer12articles/strengthening-
the-gis-profession.html) in 2010, and the National Research Council
estimates this could exceed 2 million by 2020. Cartography and GIS
recently was rated the #1 profession in engineering, in part due to
its extremely low unemployment rate (less than 1% of students with
degrees!), strong future growth of the job market, and relatively low-
stress rating. Our alumni work in local, national, and international
government positions, as well as in private industry, including firms such
as Apple, Google, Facebook, and Uber, and media outlets such as National
Geographic, The New York Times, and The Wall Street Journal.

L&S CAREER RESOURCES
Every L&S major opens a world of possibilities.  SuccessWorks (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/) at the College of Letters & Science helps
students turn the academic skills learned in their major, certificates, and
other coursework into fulfilling lives after graduation, whether that means
jobs, public service, graduate school or other career pursuits.

In addition to providing basic support like resume reviews and interview
practice, SuccessWorks offers ways to explore interests and build career
skills from their very first semester/term at UW all the way through
graduation and beyond.

Students can explore careers in one-on-one advising, try out different
career paths, complete internships, prepare for the job search and/or
graduate school applications, and connect with supportive alumni and
even employers in the fields that inspire them.

• SuccessWorks (https://careers.ls.wisc.edu/)
• Set up a career advising appointment (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/make-an-appointment/)
• Enroll in a Career Course (https://successworks.wisc.edu/career-

courses/) - a great idea for first- and second-year students:
• INTER-LS 210 L&S Career Development: Taking Initiative (1 credit)
• INTER-LS 215 Communicating About Careers (3 credits, fulfills

Comm B General Education Requirement)
• Learn about internships and internship funding (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/finding-a-job-or-internship/)

• Activate your Handshake account (https://successworks.wisc.edu/
handshake/) to apply for jobs and internships from 200,000+
employers recruiting UW-Madison students

• Learn about the impact SuccessWorks has on students' lives (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/about/mission/)
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