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DECLARE OR CANCEL THIS MAJOR
Please follow the process described on the Geoscience website (https://
geoscience.wisc.edu/academics/undergraduate-program/).

Any student interested in the Geology and Geophysics major should meet
with the advisor or program manager to discuss steps to complete the
necessary coursework for the major.

CAREERS
More than half of all professional geologists and geophysicists work in
hydrogeology, engineering geology, technical consulting, mining, or
energy resource industries. The need for energy, environmental protection,
and responsible land and resource management is expected to spur future
demand for geoscientists. Geoscientists will be involved in discovering
and developing next-generation energy and mineral resources (U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, November, 2022).  Such careers involve an
unusual breadth of training and personal adaptability, and the MS degree
is generally required. About one-fifth of all geoscientists work in state and
federal geological surveys or research activities. These positions largely
involve problems in geologic mapping, mineral resources, groundwater,
and engineering. Geophysics offers opportunities in earthquake studies,
seismic verification of nuclear test bans, and rock characterization
techniques for waste disposal and groundwater modeling. Many geology
students continue on to obtain a PhD degree and become faculty
members at colleges or universities. A geology and geophysics major is
also appropriate for those interested in careers in elementary or secondary
education, environmental policy, or environmental law. Faculty advisors
can provide additional information on career opportunities.

STUDY ABROAD
Learning in Letters & Science emphasizes discovery, growth,
understanding different perspectives, and challenging yourself,
which makes studying abroad an excellent fit for many L&S
students: studyabroad.wisc.edu (https://studyabroad.wisc.edu/)

As a university with global influence, we have more than 300 study
abroad programs (https://studyabroad.wisc.edu/programs/) in over
80 countries. These vary in length, academic focus, teaching format,
language requirements, cost, and level of independence. There are many
programs to complement every major (https://studyabroad.wisc.edu/
academics/major-advising-pages-maps/#L&S) and any year of college
(including the final semester)—and all meet UW–Madison’s high academic
standards. Students admitted into Letters & Science can even choose a
short program in the summer before they start college or their whole first
year: studyabroad.wisc.edu/launch (http://studyabroad.wisc.edu/launch/).
Talk with your academic advisor about how studying abroad might fit with
your academic plan.

SUCCESSWORKS
SuccessWorks (https://successworks.wisc.edu/) at the College of Letters
& Science helps you turn the academic skills learned in your classes

into a fulfilling life, guiding you every step of the way to securing jobs,
internships, or admission to graduate school.

Through one-on-one career advising, events, and resources, you can
explore career options, build valuable internship and research experience,
and connect with supportive alumni and employers who open doors of
opportunity.

• What you can do with your major (https://successworks.wisc.edu/
what-you-can-do-with-your-major/)  (Major Skills & Outcomes
Sheets)

• Make a career advising appointment (https://successworks.wisc.edu/
make-an-appointment/)

• Learn about internships and internship funding (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/finding-a-job-or-internship/)

• Try “Jobs, Internships, & How to Get Them,” (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/canvas/) an interactive guide in Canvas for
enrolled UW–Madison students
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