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The German program affords students the opportunity to begin or to
continue their study of German and/or Dutch.

Knowledge of German provides access to a culture that for more
than a millennium has been central to the history, economy, arts, and
sciences not just of Europe but of Western civilization as a whole. In the
contemporary world, German-speaking countries have Europe's strongest
economies and are playing an increasingly important role in world affairs.
More Americans claim German ethnicity than any other, and German-
speaking immigrants and their descendants have had an enduring impact
on the history and culture of the United States. UW–Madison has been
a leader in the field of German studies for more than a century. The
university's libraries are remarkable for the depth and breadth of their
German-language holdings.

Knowledge of Dutch provides access to a culture that has been an
important force in world history since the Middle Ages. The language
of more than 20 million inhabitants of the Netherlands and Flanders
(Dutch-speaking Belgium), Dutch is also spoken in Suriname and
the Netherlands Antilles. It is also an important second language in
Indonesia. As major economic powers, Belgium and the Netherlands play
a leading role in shaping the European Union. World-class research in the
sciences and humanities is conducted at Dutch and Belgian universities,
and both countries can boast of a cultural life in which art, music, and
theater are all flourishing.

STUDY ABROAD
The German program works closely with International Academic
Programs (http://www.studyabroad.wisc.edu/) to provide a range of
opportunities for study in Germany and the Netherlands, for majors
and nonmajors alike. The program also cooperates with the School
of Business, which maintains study abroad programs in Germany and
Austria open to all qualified undergraduates, not just business majors.
Finally, the College of Engineering and the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences offer study abroad programs in Germany for qualified students
in these colleges.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GERMAN STUDENTS
UW–Madison students interested in international internships should
visit the website of the International Internship Program (http://
internships.international.wisc.edu/).

The German-language immersion dormitory, Stockwerk Deutsch (http://
gns.wisc.edu/stockwerk-deutsch/), is located in Richardson House in
Adams Hall, one of the Lakeshore dorms. Undergraduate students live
and speak German together with a resident native speaker of German.
Contact the German program for applications and details.

Other regular student activities include film screenings and lectures as
well as informal, conversation-oriented Kaffeestunde, Stammtisch, Dutch
Table, and the German Club. For additional information, contact the
German program.

OFFERINGS IN DUTCH STUDIES
Course offerings in Dutch include five semesters of language instruction
as well as courses in the literature and culture of the Low Countries.
Courses in Dutch language satisfy the L&S foreign language requirement,
while courses in Dutch literature and culture carry literature and

humanities credits, respectively. Dutch literature is also offered under
Literature in Translation.

A major in Dutch studies is not yet established at UW–Madison, but
interested students are encouraged to pursue an individual major in the
field. In addition to the study of language, literature, and culture, this
could entail coursework in art history, geography, history, sociology, and
so on. Courses taken in the study abroad program in Utrecht can also be
applied to an individual major in Dutch studies.
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