International Studies, B.A.

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES,
B.A.
International studies (IS) is an interdisciplinary major with a broad
background in international and transnational political, social, economic,
commercial, and environmental affairs, together with a comparative
study of politics, economics, security, and culture. The goal is to provide
students with the necessary tools to understand global processes in their
totality and how they are situated and lived in speciﬁc regions. The major
provides an integrated program of courses that lays the foundation for
professional training in a wide variety of areas. Such a foundation can
be invaluable in securing a place in competitive graduate or professional
schools, which, in turn, prepare students for government service, or for
other careers with an international focus, including those in multinational
corporations, international ﬁnance, non-governmental organizations, and
institutions of teaching and research.
The IS major complements numerous majors across campus. Many
students choose to double major or enhance their studies with one or
more certiﬁcates, such as the global health certiﬁcate or those offered by
the area studies centers.
This major is interdisciplinary, offering a wealth of options. Careful
planning and consultation with the IS advisor is especially important.

IS MAJORS SPECIALIZE IN ONE OF THREE
OPTIONS:
Option I: Global Security

In this option, majors explore conditions that challenge the ability
of people and societies to survive. Students consider the causes of
and solutions to political crises and violent conflicts in interstate,
transnational, and domestic settings. Using historical and regional
approaches, students develop a better understanding of the dilemmas
the state and the global community face when confronted by threats to
human rights, peace, and stability.

Option II: Politics and Policy in the Global Economy

This option offers a multidisciplinary survey of international economic
and political institutions and transactions, as well as the policy issues
pertaining to international commerce and trade, international ﬁnance and
monetary relations, international macroeconomic policy coordination, US
trade imbalances, aid and development, and related environmental and
natural resource problems.

Option III: Culture in the Age of Globalization

In this option, majors investigate cross-cultural interactions at different
levels: local, national, and transnational. Students engage in such issues
as cosmopolitanism; international and global flows of images, ideas, and
people; questions of identity; changing assumptions of what it means to
be indigenous and foreign; globalization and technology; and the impact
of globalization on cultures.

STUDY ABROAD
International studies and studying abroad are a natural combination.
While study abroad is not a requirement for the major, all IS students
are strongly encouraged to pursue a signiﬁcant international experience
during the course of the undergraduate career. Whether through a study
abroad program, an internship, or service learning, the experience of
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studying or working in a foreign culture is invaluable. Many courses
taken abroad will count toward the IS major. See the IS advisor
for speciﬁc guidelines. More information about study abroad and
internships is available through International Academic Programs (http://
www.studyabroad.wisc.edu/).

