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JOURNALISM, JBS
HOW TO GET IN

ADMISSION TO THE JOURNALISM
DEGREE PROGRAM
Students who wish to declare themselves as degree candidates in
journalism must submit an application to the School of Journalism
and Mass Communication (SJMC). Applications are accepted each fall
and spring semester for admission the following semester. Prospective
degree candidates must present to the school a record of academic
achievement, writing ability and extracurricular participation that indicate
a probability of success in some ﬁeld of communication.
In order to apply for admission to the school, students must have met the
following requirements:
• A minimum of 24 credits completed by the end of the semester in
which they apply, including transfer credits but excluding AP and
retroactive language credits.
• Completion of JOURN 201 by the end of the semester in which they
apply. Students may have no more than 16 credits in Journalism
courses taken at UW–Madison when applying for admission.
Transfer students must be enrolled for at least one semester at
UW–Madison before applying for admission to the SJMC (their ﬁrst
semester may be in progress at the time they submit their application).
Students transferring journalism course credit from other colleges and
universities should check their record of transferred credit with the SJMC
undergraduate academic advisor. The academic advisor is available for
consultation at most SOAR orientation sessions for transfer students.
The number of students to be admitted in a given semester is subject
to change based on the school's capacity to provide adequate access
to required courses. Admissions decisions are based on the entire
application, with particular emphasis on academic performance and
writing ability. Speciﬁc guidelines for submitting the application
portfolio are available online at this link (http://journalism.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/admissions/the-application/) or in SJMC academic
advising. The academic advisor conducts one-hour information sessions
for applicants each semester, with dates and times listed on the
application; these sessions are highly recommended and provide more
information for applicants than is possible in a one-on-one advising
meeting.
After admission to the school, the student's classiﬁcation will be changed
to JBA or JBS to reflect this change in status.
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