SPORTS
COMMUNICATION,

CERTIFICATE

Sports sit at the heart of UW-Madison culture, and communication

plays a central role in the business of sports. The Sports Communication
Certificate prepares students with real-world skills, hands-on training, and
knowledge for success in the growing and fast-paced professions of sports
journalism and sports marketing communication.

This certificate is open to any undergraduate student with an interest in
sports reporting, sports marketing, or sports management. Through their
coursework, students will learn how to creatively, critically, and responsibly
communicate about sports.

The certificate includes a foundational introduction to sports
communication; skills courses on writing, reporting, or marketing;
and social impacts courses to understand the role that sports plays
in societies. You also complete professional development through an
internship, field work, or similar hands-on experience.

Many courses offered in this certificate are taught fully online and during
the summer, making this a flexible option that fits with many academic
plans.

HOW TO GET IN

HOW TO GET IN

The Certificate in Sports Communication will be open to any University of
Wisconsin-Madison undergraduate. Students may declare or cancel the
certificate at any time in consultation with the certificate advisor.

REQUIREMENTS

REQUIREMENTS

The certificate requires 12 credits as follows:!

Code Title Credits
Survey Course:
JOURN 150 Introduction to Sports 3
Communication
One Skills course from the following: 3
JOURN 350 Sports Marketing Communications
JOURN 450 Sports Reporting and Writing
MARKETNG 410  Sports Marketing
One Social Impacts course from the following: 3
HISTORY 136 Sport, Recreation, & Society in the
United States
JOURN 162 Mass Media in Multicultural America
AMER IND 185 Indigenous Athletes and Sports
GEOG/ The Global Game: Soccer, Politics,
INTL ST 311 and ldentity
COMARTS 359  Sports Media
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JOURN 651 Communicating Sports
Controversies
One Professional Enrichment course from the 1-3
following:
INTER-LS 260 Internship in the Liberal Arts and
Sciences
JOURN 601 Colloquium in Professional
Communication Careers
JOURN 697 Internship
JOURN 699 Directed Study
COM ARTS 614  Field Experience in Communication
COM ARTS 615  Second Field Experience in
Communication
Elective credit from any course above to achieve 12 0-2

credits
Total Credits 12

RESIDENCE AND QUALITY OF
WORK

+ Minimum 2.000 GPA on all certificate courses.

+ At least 6 credits in the certificate must be completed in residence.

Courses taken on a Pass/Fail basis do meet requirements of the
certificate.

CERTIFICATE COMPLETION
REQUIREMENT

This undergraduate certificate must be completed concurrently with
the student’s undergraduate degree. Students cannot delay degree
completion to complete the certificate.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

LEARNING OUTCOMES

. Inform and persuade audiences with compelling sports-related
messages, across a variety of contemporary media.

2. Think strategically, creatively and critically to solve problems and meet
the demands and challenges of informing the public about sports
while understanding the norms of amateur and professional sports
organizations.

3. Understand the responsible and ethical use of mass media to convey
information to sports-interested audiences.

4. Appreciate and articulate the role of sports in culture and society and
the media’s relationship with that role.

ADVISING AND CAREERS

ADVISING AND CAREERS

Please contact Sandra Kubat (sandra.kubat@wisc.edu), the undergraduate
advisor for the Sports Communication Certificate, with your questions
about courses and requirements.


mailto:sandra.kubat@wisc.edu
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The Sports Communication Certificate encourages you to gain practical
experience through internships and career-building courses (see
Certificate Requirements (p. ).

SUCCESSWORKS

SuccessWorks (https://successworks.wisc.edu/) at the College of Letters
& Science helps you turn the academic skills learned in your classes

into a fulfilling life, guiding you every step of the way to securing jobs,
internships, or admission to graduate school.

Through one-on-one career advising, events, and resources, you can
explore career options, build valuable internship and research experience,
and connect with supportive alumni and employers who open doors of
opportunity.

+ What you can do with your major (https://successworks.wisc.edu/
what-you-can-do-with-your-major/) (Major Skills & Outcomes
Sheets)

+ Make a career advising appointment (https://successworks.wisc.edu/
make-an-appointment/)

+ Learn about internships and internship funding (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/finding-a-job-or-internship/)

+ Try "Jobs, Internships, & How to Get Them,” (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/canvas/) an interactive guide in Canvas for
enrolled UW-Madison students
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