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What's so great about a liberal arts education from UW–Madison?

For one thing, it makes for a college experience that is rich in discovery,
exploration, personal growth, and new ideas.

But while your courses may be fascinating, liberating, eye-opening, and
mind-blowing, a liberal arts degree from UW–Madison keeps working for
you long after you have graduated.

By pursuing a degree in the liberal arts — a bachelor of arts or a bachelor
of science — you are preparing for long-term satisfaction in work and in
life. A liberal arts degree is a journey of self-discovery, as you explore new
topics and discuss ideas with a wide range of people. You delve deeply
into a broad range of subjects beyond just your major. When you graduate,
you aren’t narrowly prepared for one field. You’ve developed writing,
presentation, and analytical skills. You’ve been exposed to the scientific
method, as well as literary analysis. A chemistry major, for example, will also
graduate with knowledge of a language, history, social science, the arts,
and more.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
Because the more you know, the more curious you become. Curious
people seek opportunities to enrich and expand their lives. Learning leads
to conversation, dialogue, innovation, and advancement. Employers value
liberal arts majors because they are problem-solvers, out-of-the-box
thinkers, and good communicators.

CAN A FOUR-YEAR DEGREE
FROM L&S REALLY OPEN DOORS
WITH EMPLOYERS?
Absolutely. Based on a recent L&S alumni survey rigorously designed
and administered by the university’s nationally renowned survey center,
our graduates’ employment rates are on par with the School of Business
and the College of Engineering and outperform the national average for
university graduates. They work for an extremely wide range of fields,
including technology, corporate management, education, and nonprofits.

L&S alumni also report high job satisfaction and believe that their
academic preparation gave them an advantage compared to employees
from other colleges and universities.

Students in the College of Letters & Science have an additional built-in
career advantage. SuccessWorks, the L&S center for personal professional
development (https://successworks.wisc.edu/), makes it possible for every
L&S student to channel the breadth and depth of knowledge they gain
during their time at UW into meaningful, rewarding lives and careers.

There is nothing like SuccessWorks in any other school or college at
UW, or at most other universities around the country. SuccessWorks
Career Communities (https://successworks.wisc.edu/what-are-career-
communities/) encourage students to explore jobs and fields where
alumni have built fulfilling careers, then dive deep into building skills
and experiences once they have discovered the right paths for them.
Each Career Community connects students to an advisor with specific
expertise, plus a network of supportive alumni mentors and highly

engaged employers seeking to hire L&S students for jobs and internships.
We start where you are — and go from there, wherever it takes you in your
life and career.

BUT WE VALUE LEARNING FOR
ITS OWN SAKE, HERE.
You will never regret your liberal arts degree from UW–Madison because it
gives you the opportunity to explore subjects that fascinate you, as well as
prepare you for a successful career. You will connect with wonderful faculty
from 125 departments, programs, centers, and institutes, whose mentoring
and teaching will influence your goals and direction. And you will gain an
appreciation for learning that will last a lifetime.

The University of Wisconsin–Madison is one of the great universities of the
world, and the College of Letters & Science (http://www.ls.wisc.edu/) is
at its center. Students who earn a bachelor of arts or bachelor of science
degree in the College of Letters & Science (L&S) complement their broad
study in the liberal arts and sciences with in-depth study of one or more
particular fields, or "majors." Majors range from African cultural studies to
philosophy in the humanities, from astronomy to zoology in the natural
sciences, and from African American studies to sociology in the social
sciences.

In addition to the bachelor of arts and bachelor of science degrees
available in L&S, the college also offers a limited number of special
degrees. These programs often have additional admission requirements
and require completion of additional requirements in the major.

Finally, a wide array of certificate programs are also available for students
who have special interests in such diverse topics as integrated liberal
studies; international, global, and area studies; religious, ethnic, and
gender studies; and more.
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