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ADVISING AND CAREERS

ADVISING
The Department of Philosophy encourages our majors to begin working
on their career exploration and preparation soon after arriving on
campus. We partner with SuccessWorks at the College of Letters &
Science. Philosophy majors develop important and widely marketable
skills, like the ability to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve
complex problems. This means that having a major in philosophy
provides excellent preparation for a variety of careers.  See major
declaration (https://philosophy.wisc.edu/undergraduate-program-2/
major-declaration/) for more information.

Studying philosophy can also help you get into graduate school.
Philosophy majors excel on standardized tests like the GRE, GMAT, and
LSAT. They rank first among all majors on the verbal and the analytical
section of the GRE. Philosophy majors also tend to do better than just
about any other major on the LSAT. With a mean score of just over 157,
they are second only to physics majors. When it comes to the GMAT,
philosophy majors rank in the top five of all majors, and they consistently
have higher scores than business majors (including management,
finance, accounting, and marketing majors).

L&S CAREER RESOURCES
Every L&S major opens a world of possibilities.  SuccessWorks (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/) at the College of Letters & Science helps
students turn the academic skills learned in their major, certificates, and
other coursework into fulfilling lives after graduation, whether that means
jobs, public service, graduate school or other career pursuits.

In addition to providing basic support like resume reviews and interview
practice, SuccessWorks offers ways to explore interests and build career
skills from their very first semester/term at UW all the way through
graduation and beyond.

Students can explore careers in one-on-one advising, try out different
career paths, complete internships, prepare for the job search and/or
graduate school applications, and connect with supportive alumni and
even employers in the fields that inspire them.

• SuccessWorks (https://careers.ls.wisc.edu/)
• Set up a career advising appointment (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/make-an-appointment/)
• Enroll in a Career Course (https://successworks.wisc.edu/career-

courses/) - a great idea for first- and second-year students:
• INTER-LS 210 L&S Career Development: Taking Initiative (1 credit)
• INTER-LS 215 Communicating About Careers (3 credits, fulfills

Comm B General Education Requirement)
• Learn about internships and internship funding (https://

successworks.wisc.edu/finding-a-job-or-internship/)
• Activate your Handshake account (https://successworks.wisc.edu/

handshake/) to apply for jobs and internships from 200,000+
employers recruiting UW-Madison students

• Learn about the impact SuccessWorks has on students' lives (https://
successworks.wisc.edu/about/mission/)
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