
Political Science 1

POLITICAL SCIENCE
There are many definitions of political science. But whether a definition
focuses on the analysis of governmental structures, or influences on voter
choice, or the relationship between national governments, or the best
form of government, at base, political science is about the systematic
study of power. Whether power is exercised formally, as is the case
between government and the individual, or informally, as is the case
between individuals, it is the systematic study of power relationships that
provides the subject matter for the discipline. Majors in political science
obtain not only an understanding of the workings of government, but they
also develop important skills in critical thinking and analysis. These skills
make them ideal candidates for careers in law; in government at the state,
national, and international levels; in business; in journalism; and in politics.

DEGREES/MAJORS/CERTIFICATES

• Political Economy, Philosophy, and Politics, Certificate (http://
guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/letters-science/political-science/
political-economy-philosophy-politics-certificate/)

• Political Science, B.A. (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/letters-
science/political-science/political-science-ba/)

• Political Science, B.S. (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/letters-
science/political-science/political-science-bs/)

• Political Science, Certificate (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
letters-science/political-science/political-science-certificate/)

PEOPLE

Please see the Faculty (https://polisci.wisc.edu/faculty-2/) and
Administration and Staff (https://polisci.wisc.edu/administration-staff/)
sections of the Political Science website.
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