Sociology, B.A.

SOCIOLOGY, B.A.
Sociology applies the methods of science to explain social behavior. The
interactions of individuals in families, groups, or organizations, and the
institutions, social class, or shared beliefs of a common culture are all
subjects for sociological research. There are many career opportunities
open to people who complete a major in sociology, including business,
counseling and social service, public policy, law, and criminal justice.
Students interested in sociology should meet with the undergraduate
advisor before they register for the second semester of the sophomore
year. The undergraduate ofﬁce's resource center holds detailed
information about the major, the department, research interests of
sociology faculty, career opportunities, and student work. Declaration
of the major during the sophomore year will give students access to
required sociology courses for fall of the junior year.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE CERTIFICATE
Sociology majors wishing to earn a certiﬁcate in criminal justice may do
so with a minimum of additional course requirements and permission of
the Criminal Justice advisor. See Criminal Justice (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/letters-science/center-law-society-justice/criminal-justicecertiﬁcate/) section in this Guide.

ENROLLMENT
Required courses for the sociology major and for the CAR option may
have temporary course controls that send non-declared students "Course
Requisites Not Met" enrollment error messages. Certain 100-numbered
courses each semester are restricted to freshmen and sophomores until
freshmen have enrolled. Check the Course Guide for notes each semester.
Transfer students whose equivalent courses have been posted to
their records as “electives,” numbered XXX, may use those courses as
prerequisites if the department approves their equivalencies to similar
UW–Madison courses. What is needed is a conversation with the
undergraduate advisor either in the ofﬁce or at SOAR.

HONORS PROGRAM
A variety of courses in sociology offer honors credit, and may be used
toward Honors in the Liberal Arts in the College of Letters & Science.
These include the special honors introductory seminar, Sociology 181,
Sociology 380 Contemporary Population Problems, other special honors
sections of 100- and 200-level courses, and courses that provide honors
by arrangement with the instructor. Sociology also has courses that
award automatic honors, including SOC 362 Statistics for Sociologists III
and SOC/C&E SOC 693 Practicum in Analysis and Research, and certain
other upper-division courses designated by semester in the Course Guide.
Sociology also makes special offerings of upper-level courses available to
sophomores in the honors program for one semester at a time.
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